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BEE-VET International Conference

RAABE Bulgaria and the BEE-VET project partnership organize an International Conference – the final
dissemination event under the project.

The event will be held on 7th October 2022 at RAMADA Sofia City Centre, 131, Maria Luiza Blvd.,
Sofia, Bulgaria.

During the conference you will have the outstanding chance to learn and discuss the modern-day
issues in the education as related to business needs with key-note speakers from different countries,
as well as to meet, network and exchange experience with colleagues and experts.

The participation in the event is free of charge, but a registration is required.

🔗 Check out the Programme and Register for participation at the dedicated page of the event!
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Focus group discussions for evaluation of the BEE-VET Project
Outputs

In June 2022 a number of focus group discussions have been held to assess the outputs of the BEE-
VET project.

Near 60 VET teachers and trainers from Bulgaria, Slovakia and Turkey took part in the evaluation of
the BEE-VET Teachers’ Handbook.

Officials from the national and local authorities in the Vocational Education and Training, as well as
representatives of academia, companies, branch and professional associations in the construction
sector from Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey have involved in the discussions regarding the concept for
improvement of curricula in secondary VET – Towards Green Construction and Energy Efficiency. The
evaluation of the Concept with stakeholders from Slovakia is forthcoming.

The majority of the participants in the focus group discussions evaluated the presented project
products positively and contributed with valuable comments and recommendations which we will incept
while finalizing the publications.

The BEE-VET project team is thankful to all participants in the discussions!
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2022 Erasmus Days

This year, from 13 to 15 October, past, present or future Erasmus+ programme beneficiaries can
celebrate their experiences with the programme while supporting education, sport and youth.
 
The Erasmus Days celebrate and support the development of the Erasmus+ programme and
showcases the benefits and opportunities it can present. Starting from 2017, Erasmus Days have been
celebrated each year through many events across different EU and non-EU countries.
 
In 2022, over the span of 3 days, across many countries, European values and mobility benefits will be
promoted and celebrated. The events will be organized in line with European Year of Youth and the
Erasmus+’s 35th anniversary.
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REPowerEU: affordable, secure and sustainable energy for Europe

What is REPowerEU?
 
As of 2022, 85% of Europeans think that the EU should reduce its dependency on Russian gas and oil
and by acting together the Union should support Ukraine and achieve its own energy independence.
 
In light of the new geopolitical reality and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the European Commission’s
plan on reducing Europe’s dependency from fossil fuels before 2030, REPowerEU presents new
measures set on diversifying, saving and accelerating clean energy.
 
Measures
 
As for producing clean energy and reducing the EU’s dependency on fossil fuels, it is required faster
electrification, replacing fossil fuels in the industry and public sector with renewables.
 
It has been proven that renewables produce cheaper and cleaner energy while reducing the need for
energy imports. In relation to that, the European Commission has proposed to increase the Union’s
target for 2030 for renewables from 40% to 45%. The REPowerEU Plan will bring the energy
generation capacities to 1,236 GW by 2030 as well. Another part of the Plan has envisioned the boost
of the EU’s Solar Strategy in photovoltaic energy.
 
For the industry, in the reducing the dependency on fossil fuels, it is essential to replace or reduce the
use of coal, oil and gas in industrial processes. The transition to cleaner energy resources will
strengthen the European industry’s competitiveness and technology development.
 
The other aspect in reducing energy use is saving energy which is the safest, cheapest and cleanest
method. It is also the easiest because everyone can be involved through daily activities and individual
actions which have positive outcomes not only for the environment but for us as well, such as –
reducing our energy bills, helping for a more resilient economy and in the transitioning toward a
greener economy. Some other measures in saving energy, supported by the European Commission
include Reducing heating temperatures, Using household appliances more efficiently, Driving more
economically, Shifting to more public transport and active mobility and switching off the lights.
 
The REPowerEU Plan and its implementation is funded mainly through The Recovery and Resilience
Facility where member states of the EU have to add REPowerEU chapters in their Recovery and
Resilience Plans.
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Digital Economy and Society Index 2022: overall progress but digital
skills, SMEs and 5G networks lag behind

On July 28 2022 the European Commission published the Digital Economy and Society Index results
on member states’ progress in digitalization.
 
The annual DESI (Digital Economy and Society Index), based on Eurostat data, measures member
states of the European Union’s advances towards digital economy and society and analyses digital
aspects in the European Semester.
 
This year’s results show that there is an overall progress among member states but the adoption of
key digital technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI) and Big Data remains low. The countries on
top of the ranking are Finland, Denmark, The Netherlands and Sweden but the uptake of technologies
such as AI and Big Data still stay below the target of 30%. Regardless of that, the received results
show a positive outcome – member states improve and accelerate their digitalization ever further while
growling at faster rates. Countries’ data showcasing this are Poland, Greece and Italy.
 
Another statement from the DESI shows that only 54% of European citizens aged between 16 and 74
have basic digital skills. This is far away from the Union’s envisioned Digital Decade target of 80% by
2030, as well as the number of ICT specialists in the EU which are 9 million falling short at the target of
20 million specialists by 2030.
 
Another data shows that during the last years, due to the pandemic of COVID – 19, the use of digital
technologies and solutions has increased significantly (for example the use of cloud computing has an
increase of 34%). However, only 55% of European SMEs have basic level of digitalization while the
target for 2030 is 90%.
 
The acceleration of digitalization across the European Union increases the Union’s resilience and
reduces external dependencies. Around 26% of member states’ funding on their Recovery and
Resilience plans have been dedicated to digital transformation and developments.
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New NSW policy for energy-efficient homes

At the end of August 2022, a new policy for sustainable buildings and state environmental planning
was introduced for helping New South Wales (NSW) to reach net-zero emissions in Australia while
increasing the energy efficiency and comfortability of buildings.
 
According to Matt Kean, the Minister of energy of New South Wales, the new policy sets new
standards and envisions the reduction of household energy bills via improving homes’ design and
insulation.
 
Kean said:
 
‘People living in new high-rise apartments in suburban Sydney will lay aside up to $150 a year, new
Western Sydney homeowners will see a reduction of $720 a year, and our regional communities as
much as $970 a year.’ According to the minister’s words, ’NSW is also raising the bar with this first-of-
its-kind policy in energy efficiency and sustainability for new offices and hotels’.
 
Meanwhile Anthony Roberts – New South Wales Minister for planning and Minister for Homes, says
that the introduced policy establishes new criteria and standards for creating more sustainable and
energy efficient non-habitable buildings. These standards include energy, water and thermal
performance of the building. All of the new requirements can be viewed on the online Building
Sustainability Index (BASIX) tool which can measure the greenhouse emissions produced in the
process of building a building.
 
Roberts also announced that the target was to reduce emissions, by saving 260,000 tons of CO2 while
reaching climate neutrality by 2050.
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Dear readers,
 
We are pleased to introduce the next issue of our BEE-VET newsletter containing the most current developments
on energy efficiency and digital transformation. 
 
You will learn about the best practices and policies from the most advanced economies as well as about the results
of a fresh piece of research on the digitalization in EU. 
 
Keep reading and get updated on the past and forthcoming events within the BEE-VET project and other initiatives
under the Erasmus+ programme.  

We wish you a pleasant reading!

  Join us on Facebook and learn about the latest news and events on BEE VET project

  Join us on Facebook and learn about the latest news and events on BEE VET project

BEE VET project, 2019-1-BG01-KA202-062584, has been funded with the support from the
European Commission. These publications [communications] reflects the views only of the author,
and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information

contained therein.
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