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Dear readers,
Welcome to the forth autumnal issue of BEE VET's newsletter.
In this edition we’ll introduce you to the latest events under the project "Transforming VET in
construction – Innovative materials for construction and energy efficiency ", interesting news about EU
Sustainable Energy Week – EU's biggest annual event dedicated to renewables and efficient energy
use and many more. Stay tuned!

We wish you a pleasant reading!
Join us on Facebook and learn about the latest news and events on BEE VET project - BEE VET
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More than 330 students took part in a web-survey under BEE VET
project
A web-survey for one of BEE VET project outputs – the Digital Toolkit was successfully conducted in
three stages with students from Bulgaria, Turkey and Slovakia from March to June 2021. The testing of
the Digital Toolkit took place in both online and face-to-face environment.
VET students from different specialties such as Building materials, Energy efficiency of buildings,
Construction and architecture, Hydro construction, Transport construction, Building and geodesy from
different grades that enrolled for the testing worked with all 11 topics from the Toolkit. They filled a
questionnaire concerning the usefulness, applicability and satisfaction of the materials included in the
BEE VET Digital Toolkit.
As a result, participants stated that the materials are very useful since they are provided online and
have free access. The overall number of students whо took part in all three testing phases of the
survey is 339. The collected feedback from the survey shows that most of the participants like the
Digital Toolkit and find it very useful as well as the main topics, interactive exercises, video materials
and the five language version of the glossary. For example 47% of the participants gave a total of 5 on
the main topic information, practical exercises, video materials and the glossary. From this collected
data we can state that the development of the Toolkit is going well and it’s structured and developed
according to students liking and expectation and can be of great use during the learning process at
VET schools.
The BEE VET Digital Toolkit contains 12 themes with synthesized information on current topics and
practical application of innovative materials and technologies (green, sustainable and energy efficient
construction materials and resources) in construction sector. The topics contain interactive practices, a
library with links to demos and videos, exercises for self-assessment and a free online glossary in all 5
languages (English, Bulgarian, German, Turkish and Slovak). The Digital Toolkit offers free access and
also users don’t need a registration to use it. These characteristics make the output very useful and
accessible for everyone who wants to increase their knowledge or just practice.
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3 workshops and more than 140 participants from 3 countries
presented the 1st version of BEE VET Digital Toolkit
In March 2021 were successfully held 3 workshops with more than 140 participants from Bulgaria,
Turkey and Slovakia under the project 2019-1-BG01-KA202-062584 “Transforming VET in
Construction – Innovative Materials for Building and Energy Efficiency” (BEE-VET), funded by
Erasmus + Program, Key Action 2 Cooperation for innovation and the exchange of good practices in
the vocational education and training.
The aim of the meetings, conducted via Zoom, was to present the 1st version of the BEE VET Digital
Toolkit and had the mission to assess quality, applicability and potential for further improvements of the
product. VET teachers, external stakeholders in the VET sector, representatives of education sector
and BEE VET partners participated in the events.
The collected feedback from the workshops shows that the participants enjoy working with the Digital
Toolkit and consider it very useful, interactive and appropriate for the age of the students using it as
well. According to the survey , the materials of the Toolkit are well-presented. The summary of the filled
questionnaires shows that more than 75% of the respondents approve the theoretical information and
design of the output and consider it interesting and useful as well. The overall result is 4,5 out of 5 (the
data is collected and summarized based on the received questionnaires from the participants). During
the meetings was also stated that the subjects are sustainable for construction, suitable for energy
efficiency and also beneficial for the use of technologies.
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5 language glossary will help VET students while using BEE VET
Digital Toolkit
5 language glossary with terms from the 11 topics of the BEE VET Digital Toolkit is now available on
the BEE VET project website. The glossary contains more than 400 words and terms translated into
English, Bulgarian, German, Turkish and Slovak in construction and energy efficiency sectors.
The free dictionary is very convenient for the students who use the Toolkit to learn or practice because
they can expand their knowledge of important terms in 5 different languages. For example using the
glossary a student from Turkey is able to learn more on the subject of thermal insulation and also
improve lexical knowledge in German.
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Upcoming Joint Staff Training in Graz
FH JOANNEUM is in the middle of preparations for the joint staff training in Austria for the participants
from “Transforming VET in Construction – Innovative Materials for Building and Energy Efficiency”
(BEE-VET) project partner countries.
Participants will be engaged in training activities learning methods on innovative teaching and learning
practices and they will get an overview of the Austrian VET system. Information about the experience
in developing e-training courses will be shared, exchange of experience as well as continuing and
additional qualification of VET teachers in Austria. They’ll also receive a presentation on innovative
construction materials and technologies.
The joint staff training will contribute to achieving project’s objectives. It will not only provide invaluable
chance for representatives of the target groups to gain experience at first hand. But it will also allow
upgrading practical skills and competencies, which will be then transferred to other teachers at national
levels.
The results from the JST will be presented during the dissemination conference as well as to networks
our consortium partners are members of. Welcome/Willkommen to Styria!
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Regional Info Days are ongoing at full speed
The Turkish partner in the project 2019-1-BG01-KA202-062584 “Transforming VET in Construction –
Innovative Materials for Building and Energy Efficiency” (BEE-VET) – Ortaköy 80.Yıl VET Center held
several Regional INFO Days and presented the BEE VET project to over 30 adults in VET sector from
the region.
Ortaköy VET Center has signed a protocol with the stakeholders to inform each other about the
ongoing cooperation and products. BEE VET project was one of the topics discussed with the
stakeholders not only in the cooperation ceremony but also in the regional INFO Days held on behalf
of the Mamak District Directorate of National Education.
During the Regional INFO Days at Ortaköy 80.Yıl VET Center were also presented construction
projects. One of them was the building of security cabin – learners and teachers ran practical tests
(with the help of BEE VET practical testing phase) whilst it was constructed by VET students.

6

Winners of the EU sustainable energy awards are announced
At this year’s first formal event of EU Sustainable Energy week (EUSEW),which was carried out
digitally on 25-28 October 2021, five of the best European clean energy projects and leaders took
awards in the categories – Engagement, Innovation, Woman in Energy, Young Energy Trailblazer and
Citizen’s Award. The winners from categories Engagement and Innovation were selected by an expert
jury and the others through public voting with over 12 thousand votes.
Here is what the EU Energy Commissioner Simson said about the 5 winners:
The projects and individuals that are being recognised today are not only leaders in transforming
Europe’s energy landscape, they are role models. Their work is a testament to the importance of
citizen engagement in making the European Green Deal a reality. We’ve been working hard to
develop policy instruments, which support action on the ground, and it is truly inspiring to see this
perception at work.”
The Engagement award was given to EnergyNeighbourhoods for its program which encourages
citizens in Hungary to conserve energy and recognizes activities that inspire and motivate citizens to
practice and adapt to more green and eco friendly energy usage habits.
LIFE-DIADEME recognizes EU-funded activities that show an innovative path toward the clean energy
transition and because of its public lighting scheme which reduces emissions and improves pedestrian
safety, won the Innovation award.
The Woman in Energy award was given to Brigit Hansen, Mayor of Frederikshavn for her leadership in
climate planning and recognizes the activities led by women that help to advance in the clean energy
transition in Europe while contributing to the European energy climate targets.
The Young Energy Trailblazer award was won by Filip Koprčina for his contribution in the
democratization of solar energy ownership. The award recognizes the activities carried out by young
people (aged under 35) which help the transition towards clean energy in Europe and inspire others to
take action.
This year the public decided that The Citizen’s Award is going to be taken by RenOnBill for bringing
financial institutions and utilities together to increase renovation uptake. The award recognizes the
initiatives and individuals who work on innovating the ways to reinvent Europe’s energy landscape. 6
projects in total were competing in the Engagement and Innovation categories and were up for
consideration for this award, as well.
For more information check: https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/winners-eu-sustainable-energy-awardsannounced-2021-oct-26_en
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What is sustainable construction and why is it important?
Sustainable construction signifies that when building new structures, the used materials are renewable
and recyclable, as well as reducing energy consumption and waste during the process. The main aim
of this type of construction is to reduce the impact of the industry on the environment.
However, the sustainable construction doesn’t end when the building is complete. The building has to
have a minimal impact on the environment over its lifespan which means that the design itself should
have positive elements and influence on the building’s environment.
Sustainable construction is very important because the construction industry itself has a huge negative
impact on the environment whilst the sustainable construction uses sustainable materials which don’t
affect the environment that much. It also achieves to use renewable energy during the process while
utilizing materials such as wood (from properly managed forests which are able to provide a living
habitat), sustainable concrete, alternative brick materials or even plastic.
Of course there are some challenges of adopting the sustainable construction. It is not an overnight
process and the main challenge here is the cost. The costs and affordability present a great challenge
to most construction firms. However, there are many benefits from adopting the sustainable
construction. One of them is a building which is worth more which is proven by a research that states
that green buildings demand a 7% increase in value compared to traditional buildings. By adopting
sustainable construction and having similar prices, data research shows that 91% of costumers are
more likely to switch to a company which supports a good cause (in this case reducing the negative
impact on the environment from construction sites). Also another research shows that green buildings
come with lower operating costs. The use of sustainable technologies and materials can bring to great
savings while reducing waste which by itself also reduces fees charged by the waste management
company.
For more information check: https://www.british-assessment.co.uk/insights/what-is-sustainableconstruction-and-why-is-it-important/

Join us on Facebook and learn about the latest news and events on BEE VET project - BEE VET
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