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Dear readers,
Project "Transforming VET in Construction – Innovative Materials for Building and Energy Efficiency"
(BEE-VET), funded by Erasmus+ programe, joins the efforts of eight organisations from four countries
in order to address the highlighted challenges in the construction sector and to contribute for narrowing
the gap between school and business with a focus on practical innovation-oriented learning by using of
new technologies.
The construction sector is in process of change and reorientation in the context of European priorities
for energy efficiency and the use of green and sustainable building materials. The presented above
priorities should also be reflected in vocational education and training’s curricula.
We believe that BEE-VET project will contribute to the sustainable development of both vocational
education and training and companies in the construction sector.

We wish you pleasant and interesting moments in reading it!

Join us on Facebook and learn about the latest news and events on BEE VET project - BEE VET
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Main objectives of BEE VET project
The construction sector plays an important role in the European economy as it generates almost 10%
of GDP and provides approx. 20 million jobs (see COM/2012/0433). In the same time Cedefop’s 2016
Skills Forecast suggests that employment in construction will grow during 2015-2025, Member States
will need to replace an ageing workforce, around 1 mln. new workers will be needed by 2025.
The BEE-VET project aims to design, develop, test, validate, exploit, disseminate and sustain a
set of interrelated innovative products with a sound effect both for the school based VET and the
construction sector:
BEE-VET Digital Toolkit;
BEE-VET Teachers Handbook;
BEE-VET Concept for Curriculum Update.
BEE-VET DIGITAL TOOLKIT
The main aim of the output will be to support VET students/trainees with a comprehensive digital
training tool on new and innovative materials and technologies used in the construction sector. The
training tool will be practically oriented with focus on using of green, sustainable and energy efficient
building materials and resources (BEE-VET) in Construction. It will be an additional source of
information for the upper secondary VET students complementing the existing training materials
(textbooks). VET students and teachers would be able to use it in class thus acquiring useful
knowledge on best practices in the construction sector (incl. innovations introduced and ongoing R&D
activities).
BEE-VET TEACHERS HANDBOOK
The main aim of this output will be to support teachers responsible for the overall delivery of the
curricula and the design of the syllabus (allocation of theory and practice across the school year and
programme in general) in the sector of Construction. The handbook should provide methodological
guidance on the teaching/assessment methods, used by the VET teachers in the context of the existing
best practices in the construction sector.
BEE-VET CONCEPT FOR CURRICULUM UPDATE
The main aim of this output will be to ensure maximum transferability of the learning outcomes
acquired through theory and practice in schools irrespectively of the country/ies where the qualification
has been obtained (formal education & training in country of origin; as a result from or in order to carry
out labour mobility, i.e. qualified professionals in the labour market; as a result from VET learners
transnational mobility).
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BEE-VET Kick-off Meeting was held on 3rd of December
On the 3rd of December, 2019 in Park-hotel “Moskva”, Sofia, Bulgaria, was held the First
International Kick-Off Meeting of the project 2019-1-BG01-KA202-062584 – “Transforming VET in
Construction – Innovative Materials for Building and Energy Efficiency” (BEE-VET), financed
under Erasmus+ Programme.
The BEE-VET project” joins the efforts of 8 organisations from 4 countries (Bulgaria, Slovakia, Turkey
and Austria) in order to address the highlighted challenges in the construction sector and to contribute
for narrowing the gap between school and business with a focus on practical innovation-oriented
learning by using of new technologies.
Coordinator of the project is RAABE Bulgaria and the Partner Consortium involved:
3 VET schools – SGSAG Hristo Botev, Bulgaria; ORTAKOY 80.YIL MESLEKI VE TEKNIK
ANADOLU LISESI, Turkey and STREDNA PRIEMYSELNA SKOLA STAVEBNA A
GEODETICKA, Slovakia
1 Austrian University for applied sciences FH JOANNEUM
2 companies BAUMIT Bulgaria and ERDEMLER SOGUTMA A.S. – Turkey
1 publishing house EXPOL Pedagogika – Slovakia
The project aims to increase the attractiveness of VET programs and narrow the gap between school
and business in building and energy efficiency sector so the main objectives are as follows:
– Interactive training materials on green, sustainable and energy efficient construction for upper
secondary VET students on the application of new and advanced technologies/materials in the
construction sector, i.e. BEE-VET Digital Toolkit.
– Methodological materials for VET teachers in specific vocational subjects providing guidance on
the using, inclusion and presentation of the Digital Toolkit as an effective tool, supporting the
modernisation of VET training programs in Construction and promoting the use of digital technologies
in creative, collaborative and efficient ways, i.e. BEE-VET Teachers Handbook;
– Concept for curriculum update based on the information from the four partners’ countries and EU
best practices identified, as well as on the specific products prepared, mapping expected learning
outcomes acquired by VET students in the sector of Construction to allow their transnational mobility
and recognition of knowledge, skills and competencies, i.e. BEE-VET Concept for Curriculum Update.
Target groups of the project are VET teachers in specific vocational subjects, upper-secondary VET
students in specialties in construction, company mentors and workers in the sector of Construction, as
well policy-making authorities.

During the meeting were presented the highlights of the planned project activities, followed by
review of national policies in VET education in construction sector in Bulgaria, Slovakia, Turkey and
Austria.
The partners discussed and presented information in sector of energy efficiency, green buildings, zero
energy buildings and trends in construction sector.
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What is vocational education and training?
If we have to give a simple idea of what vocational education and training is, we can say that it offers
knowledge and skills that are directly related to work.
By developing skills that are specific to a trade or job role, you can improve your employment
prospects, get ahead in your current career or even turn a pleasant activities into a business.
A common concept about vocational education and training (VET) is that it only covers practical,
hands-on subjects like construction, plumbing or tailoring services but this is not completely true – over
the last thirty years and now offers a huge range of choice in subjects related to a wide range of
careers.
Modern vocational education allows people to acquire practical skills and activities specific to a chosen
job role. Those who undertake vocational training or apprenticeships can expect to learn a lot about
themselves, and to find out about talents they didn’t know they had.
Vocational education and training is suitable for people who want to turn the theory into practice
straight away and to learn directly in the workplace. Many companies and sectors even have their own
dedicated training facilities. Companies around the world are investing time and money in high quality
vocational education and training to ensure high performance and results.
Source: www.ec.europa.eu
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What is energy efficiency?
The term “energy efficiency” is used a lot these days. Labels on appliances, advertisements from
energy companies and even promises from the government all use the phrase, but what does it really
mean?
Energy efficiency, means using less energy to provide the same level of energy. It is therefore one
method to reduce human greenhouse gas emissions.
For example if a house is insulated, less energy is used in heating and cooling to achieve a satisfactory
temperature. Another example is installing fluorescent lights or skylights, instead of incandescent lights,
to attain the same level of illumination.
Efficient energy use is achieved primarily by means of a more efficient technology or process. Energy
efficient buildings, industrial processes and transportation could reduce the world’s energy needs in
2050 by one third, and help controlling global emissions of greenhouse gases.
Making homes, vehicles, and businesses more energy efficient is seen as a largely untapped solution
to addressing global warming, energy security, and fossil fuel depletion.
Nowadays energy efficiency is used in both electronics and construction sectors.
Source: www.bgs.ac.uk
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Quiz: What do you know about VET?
Are you familiar with the main principles and ideas of vocational education and training (VET)? Put
yourself to the European comissions’ test, created specifically for European Vocational Skills Week
2020. After completing the test you will receive a summary of the result, as well as you’ll find interesting
and useful facts about VET.
Take the quiz HERE.
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