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Topic 9 
RENOVATION. RESTORATION 

Part 1: Preservation of buildings 

The preservation of cultural heritage monuments is connected to our awareness of their meaning. 
We can honestly say that according to their definition, buildings are preserved frozen ‘fragments of 
time’. No matter why or how we interfere/ no matter what our reasons for interference are, we 
directly/automatically add to them fragments from ‘our time’. From guardians of time, people can 
easily turn into its demolishers. That is why the definition of the most valuable characteristics and of 
the boundaries of the interference is of paramount importance for the preservation of immovable 
cultural heritage. 

There is no universal recipe for restoration. Every case has to be examined and evaluated separately. 
Whenever an element from the building envelope or decorative and artistic work elements on the 
façade or interior is to be preserved, it is inadmissible to change them even if these are measures for 
adaptation or energy efficiency. However, there are cases when more significant changes are 
permissible. 

 

‘All things are poison and nothing is without poison. Solely the dose determines 
that a thing is not a poison.’ 

Paracelsus, physician, astrologist, philosopher 

 

The function of the activity called ‘preservation’ is to ensure that the architectural and historical 
heritage is passed to the future generations in its integrity and authenticity, thus supporting and 
sustaining the processes of cultural development. 

Preservation of heritage requires the possession of in-depth knowledge in various professional fields: 
architecture, urban planning, building structures, mechanics, materials science and engineering, 
geodesy, archaeology, art history, etc. It also requires profound experience in many other fields. 
While studying and preserving architectural monuments it can be challenging that the object of 
preservation should be examined both as an individual work of art and as a part of the historical and 
architectural process. This, however, is the only way to make a relatively unprejudiced assessment of 
its true cultural value as a monument, and thereafter, to define the precise measures to be adopted 
for its preservation (conservation, restoration or adaptation according to modern requirements). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


